AHINSA CLUB
Since 1995
With MINI: from 2011 onwards

Paikmal, Padampur, Gaisilet,
Bijepur, Sohela, Barapalli, Bheden,
Bargarh, Bhatli - Odisha

Vision

Ahinsa Club is actively working with the agenda of empowering people.
We are also aiming for a sustainable management of natural resources. We
believe that elimination of poverty must be tackled through appropriate
education and initiatives concerning health and environmental issues. We
believe in the concept ‘nurturing harmony’, and the purpose of our organization is to set value relationships which are built on equity and justice.
In line with this concept, we have established our vision: ‘A self reliant and
self sufficient community free from exploitation and discrimination’. Our
mission is to inspire and empower small, marginal communities to end
hunger and poverty and help people achieve better qualities of life.

Objectives

Ahinsa Club has a firm association with community women, who are the
drivers of our traditional knowledge system approach. Women in families
are often more close to farming and forest practices than men. Women’s
understanding of food and nutrition is key to establish an inclusive decision making process for societal growth.
Ahinsa Club works to create a platform for women members to discuss
issues on vulnerabilities and action plans towards equality. We are also lobbying with state- and non-state actors for a stronger inclusion of gender
related issues. We are furthermore strongly acknowledging areas such as
food security, nutrition and climate change resilience, and we are promoting our women members to take active role in these areas.
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Millet Network of India

Major Accomplishments

The operational region of Ahinsa Club has frequently been prone to drought,
leading to losses in harvests. This is a major reason for the ramping numbers of
migration and farmer suicides in the region. Since our journey with MINI started, we have accomplished some major achievements in this vulnerable area:
• The number of millet farmers and the agricultural coverage area has
vastly increased since joining the MINI Network.
• Until this date, 113 dry (up) land paddy, 8 millets, 12 pulses, 30 vasitables and 4 oil seeds have been conserved through seed exchange and
different seed village programs. This has largely influenced networks
like Samuhik Marudi Pratikar Udyam Padampur (Collective Action for
Drought Mitigation, Padampur) to mainstream such activities.
• Paschim Odisha Krushak Sangha (Western Odisha Farmers Association)
has initiated conservation and marketing of traditional seeds and grains.
• NABARD has recognized the farmers’ approach of conservation of traditional crops and sponsored to establish Ahinsa Farmers’ Producer
Company Limited (AFPCoL).
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Synergizing with the MINI Network

Ahinsa Club has since the beginning of its work been promoting traditional ways of farming, including cultivation of millets. The association with
MINI has further enriched this journey. MINI has not only promoted millet crops, but also harmonized related concepts such as agro-biodiversity,
millets diversity, family nutrition security, millet crops and fodder, millet
meals, climate resilient cropping patterns and drought mitigation in to our
work. MINI has enriched our organization with new ways of promotion as
well as with funding support. This has been highly valuable for the Ahinsa
Club.

The Story of
Betikhai Bariha
Farmer, Kandagada village, Bargarh District
Betikhai Bariha is a 56 year old tribal woman
who lives in the village Kandagada in the Bargarh district. This is a vulnerable region, prone to
drought and irregular rains. Earlier years, Betikhai
used to grow traditional varieties of paddy and finger millets along with other crops such as green gram. However, in 2006,
her brother convinced her to adopt cotton cultivation. After a few years
she faced huge losses of marginal profit due elephant attacks on the crops,
fluctuating market prices for cotton and even higher input costs. Her family had to help her economically and she was about to abandon farming
as her primary occupation. In 2013, she came in touch with Ahinsa Club,
who provided her millet seeds through seed exchange programs. Her new
cropping patterns successfully overcame the problems with elephant attacks as the crops are being harvested before the animals cross the region.
Moreover, she is no longer dependent on the market for her food safety.
Today, Betikhai leads a total of 30 women farmers in seed exchange,
cropping management, harvest and preservation of seeds. She has become a resource person in the area and regularly pays visits to nearby villages, to raise awareness and to motivate farmers to integrate millet farming practices in response to impacts on climate change.
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