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Vision

The vision of PVK is to create sustainable livelihoods in large numbers. We
are working for the protection of the environment, the rights of the people
to clean and fresh water and air, the promotion of sustainable development, and the protection of the cultural heritage of our region. We believe
that if all of us unite and take proper care in protection and conservation
of the limited natural resources, we can give our children a better tomorrow. This is possible only through community participation and awareness.

Objectives

PVK was initially formed with the objective that environment and development go hand in hand. Today, PVK is involved in generating mass awareness and deepening of national and international public debate through
mobilizing local communities in sustained high-pitched campaigns, and
persistent advocacy with media, opinion makers and other stakeholders.
Some focus areas are pollution-related issues, soil and water conservation,
fishing preservation, improvement of the availability of drinking water and
to promote organic farming, protection of plantations and environmental
management. To this end, PVK developed innovative programmes and educational material, and been engaged in capacity in the field of education for
sustainable development (ESD). We work with a wide range of organisations
and coalitions at the local, regional, and national level to raise awareness
of environment issues. Women are always active partners in all projects from formation of the project to implementation and evaluation processes.
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Synergizing with MINI

As an active partner of Millet Network of India (MINI), we have developed
our understanding about the need to revive millet farming in the state. We
have been working extensively with MINI the past two years to understand
the status of millets in the state. During this period we have reintroduced
millets to regions where traditional seeds of millets like bajra, jowar, ragi and
foxtail millet had already vanished. We have also successfully introduced (on
demonstration base) these seeds to a number of farmers who have willingly
accepted to join us to revive the millet farming in different parts of the state.
At present we have established a network of farmers in the districts of Rajkot, Bhavnagar, Junagadh, Surendranagar, Vadodara, Panchmahal, Tapi and
Banaskantha, and we are working on expanding this network. As an organization we are well experienced to take this project further. We have already
established five seed banks at state level and these will be consolidated in
the coming years.
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The Story of
Mr. Musabhai Kajardia & The
Bajra Seed
Kajarada village, Rajkot District
Malia (Miana) region in Rajkot district is one
of the operating villages of PVK. Since 12 years
back, PVK is working with natural resource management and organic agriculture in the area, which
historically has been highly vulnerable to droughts. In
recent years, several signs of climate change are visible in the area. During
our work, we discovered that traditional bajra seeds, once commonly available in the area, had been lost due to introduction of hybrid variety
seeds of bajra. PVK decided to introduce a new type of bajra, with the main
feature of a stem that grows ups to 12 feet. The seed part alone grows as
long as 3 feet, thus providing very good production of grain and grass.
Mr. Musabhai Kajardia, a farmer in the Kajarada village in the Rajkot
district, agreed to experiment with new bajra seeds on one acre of his land
with the support of PVK. To his satisfaction, the bajra has grown successfully and the production is estimated to 1000 kg per acre. This has created incentives for PVK to introduce the bajra seed on a larger scale in the district.
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